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General information on Ukraine 

 
Ukraine is situated in Central Eastern Europe, between 44”20’ and 52”20’ North and 

22”5’ and 41”15’ East of Greenwich. 
Capital city: Kiev 
Largest cities: Kiev, Kharkov, Dnepropetrovsk, Donetsk, Odessa, Zaporozhye, and   

Lvov. 
Official language: Ukrainian 
Area: 603,700 sq. km. 
Climate: moderate climate, subtropical of Mediterranean type on the Crimea Southern 

Coast. Mild climate in Zakarpatye with warm low snow winter and rainy summer. 
Average winter temperature: from 8oC to 12oC below zero (from 17.6oF to 3oF). 

Winter temperature in southern regions is around 0oC (32oF). 
Average summer temperature: ranges from 18oC to 25oC (from 64.4oF to 77oF), 

though it can exceed 35oC (95oF) during the day. 
Population: 47,732.079 ths. (density – 80 people per sq. km). 
Currency: Hrivna (letter code UAH, digital code 980, abbreviation – hrn). 
Time zone: GMT+2 (UTC+2). 
Top level Internet domain: ua. 
International telephone code: 380. 
Voltage: 220 V, 50 Hz/AC 
TV and video system: PAL. 
Working hours: 

• offices from Monday to Friday 9:00-18:00 
• drugstores from Monday to Friday 9:00-20:00 (majority), time of operation is 1-2 

hours less on Saturdays; 
• food stores daily 8:00-20:00 (majority); 
• supermarkets daily 8:00-21:00 (22:00), many of them operate 24/7 
• shops Monday-Saturday 10:00-19:00 (majority). A lot of shops and drugstores 

work without days off and 24/7 in the capital city and big cities. 
National holidays: 

• January 1 – New Year 
• March 8 – International Women’s Day 
• May 1, 2 - International Labor Day 
• May 9 – Victory Day 
• June 28 – Constitution Day 
• August 24 – Independence Day 
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Holy days: 

• January 7 – Christmas 
• One Sunday in April-May - Easter 

Emergency telephones: 
• 01 – fire and rescue service 
• 02 – police 
• 03 – ambulance 
• 04 – gas emergency 
• 255-1616 – 24/7 round technical service on highways (evacuation, transportation 

of vehicles) 
Reference telephones: 

• 09 –telephone reference 
• 061 –informational service 
• 8-191, 8-092 – reference and ordering international telephone calls 
• 8-11, 8-13 – reference and ordering domestic calls 
• 079 – reference on international telephone codes 
• 070 – reference on Ukrainian telephone codes 

Geographical location 
Ukraine is situated in the central part of Eastern Europe, on the crossroads of major 
transportation routes from Europe to Asia and from the Scandinavian states to the 
Mediterranean region. 
Most of Ukraine is located south-west of the Eastern European plain. Mountains occupy 
only 5% of Ukrainian territory: the Ukrainian Carpathian mountains in the west and the 
Crimean mountains in the south. The highest peak in Ukraine, Goverla Mountain (2,061 
m), is situated in the Carpathians. Roman-Kosh peak (1,545 m) is the highest mountain in 
Crimea. 
The Ukraine’s Black Sea coastline exceeds 1,500 km. Sea coasts in Ukraine are mainly 
flat, except for the region near the Crimean mountains. Water temperature at the seaside 
ranges from 0-8oC in winter to 25oC in summer. 
The Azov Sea’s shore is low-lying, straight, with specific sand spits. The Azov Sea is 
rather shallow. Sea water near shore freezes in the winter. The water temperature in 
summer reaches 25-30oC. 
There are more than 73,000 rivers in Ukraine. Ukrainian rivers mostly belong to the 
basins of the Black and Azov seas. Only the Western Bug and other right influxes of the 
Vistula River flow to the Baltic Sea basin. The largest rivers in Ukraine (Dnepr and 
Danube rivers) are navigable. 
More than 20,000 water reservoirs are situated in Ukraine, including more than 3,000 
lakes. They are mostly situated in Polesye, Prichernomorskaya lowland, and the Crimean 
steppe. 

Climate 
The climate of Ukraine is temperate continental. The only exception is the southern coast 
of Crimea, where the climate is subtropical of the Mediterranean type. Warm low-snow 
winters and rainy summers are specific to the mild climate of the Zakarpatye region. 
Average winter temperatures in Ukraine vary from -8 to -12oC. The temperature in the 
southern regions approaches 0oC (32 oF). 
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The average summer temperature ranges from 18 to 25oC (64.4 oF to 77oF). However, it 
can exceed 35 oC (95 oF) during the day. 
Frequent weather fronts bring weather changes. Note, however, that clear, sunny weather 
is typical for Ukraine (up to 230 sunny days per year). 
Precipitation falls unevenly across Ukraine. The most rainfall is recorded in the Crimean 
mountains and the Ukrainian Carpathian mountains. 
The southern coast of Crimea is the warmest place in Ukraine. The summer temperature 
here reaches 39oC, while the average temperature in January is 4oC. Relative air 
humidity is 65-80%. 

Natural resources 
Ukraine possesses considerable volumes of natural resources. Analysts estimate that one 
quarter of the world’s black soil reserves are located in Ukraine. The country’s black soil 
is deemed the best in the world because of its physical, chemical, agrochemical, and 
mineralogical properties. The total area of black soil is 60.4 mn ha including 69% of 
agricultural lands. 78% of this is ploughed land. 
The Constitution of Ukraine, adopted in 1996, defined land as a core national wealth that 
is specifically protected by the state. 
Ukraine is one of the richest countries in the world by variety and deposits of mineral 
raw stock. It occupies 0.4% of the dry land and possesses 5% of the world natural 
resources, worth over USD 11 ths. bn. 
Industrial extraction of coal is mainly done in Donbass region. The total area of the coal 

basin amounts to 60,000 sq. km, and its reserves are estimated at 109 bn tons. 
Oil and natural gas are concentrated in Pridneprovskiy-Donetsk (80%) and the 
Prichernomorskiy-Crimean oil and gas bearing regions. Oil and gas deposits on the 
continental shelf of Ukraine in the Black and Azov seas are also deemed ripe for 
development. Ukraine satisfies its oil and 25% of its gas needs. 
Iron ores are located in Krivoy Rog (18.7 bn tons), Kremenchug (4.5 bn tons), 
Belozerskiy (2.5 bn tons), and Kerchenskiy iron ore basins. The world’s largest deposits 
of manganese ores are located in Nikopol district. Deposits of nickel, chrome, titanium, 
complex and mercury ores (the second largest deposit in the world) are estimated as 
sufficient for commercial exploitation. 
Ukraine is a European and world leader by number of mineral rock deposits. Deposits of 
ozokerites and brimstones are the largest in the world. Its deposits of graphite are the 
most important in Europe. The extraction of rock and potassium salt has been conducted 
in Ukraine for a long time. 
There are open deposits of precious and semiprecious stones on the territory of the state 
as well (beryl, amethyst, amber, jasper, rock crystal, etc.). More than 15 deposits of gold 
have been discovered over the last several years. 
Mineral and raw stock in Ukraine has a significant economic potential that is necessary 
for securing further national economic development, in particular, in metallurgy, 
chemical industry, as well as the production of ceramic articles and construction 
materials. 
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Flora and fauna 
Approximately 30,000 species of plants grow in Ukraine. More than 400 of them are 
included in the Red Data Book. Almost 19 mn ha (nearly one third of Ukraine’s territory) 
has natural vegetation. Approximately half of all ordinary and almost 30% of all rare and 
endangered species are concentrated in the Crimean and Carpathian mountains. 
Fourteen percent of Ukraine’s territory is covered with forests. More than half of the 

total timber reserve in Ukraine is in conifers: pine tree, fir, and silver fir. Forests in 
Ukraine are rich in berries, mushrooms, fruits of wild-growing plants, as well as herbs 
(about 250 species of herbs are recognized by official medicine). 
Fauna in Ukraine is diverse and numbers almost 45,000 species. The rarest surviving 

animals are found in numerous conservation areas. There are a lot of fish species in the 
Black and Azov seas, as well as in rivers and lakes. 
Eleven natural national parks, four biosphere conservation areas, sixteen wilderness 
areas, and a lot of dendroparks have been created in Ukraine. 
Hunting for elk, deer, wild boar, hare, fox, wild goose, etc. is organized in reserve and 
hunting farms which exist in almost every region of Ukraine. 

 

Population 
According to information from the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy, Ukraine’s 
population was 47,201.1 ths. people as of March 1, 2005. 
Ukraine is fifth in Europe by population (after Germany, Italy, Great Britain, and 
France) and ranks 21st in the world. Its share makes 7.3% of the total European 
population and 1% of the population of the Earth. 
Like in the majority of European states, Ukraine has a high population density (80 
people per sq. km). The lowest population density is in the Chernigov region (39 
people/sq. km), and the highest density is in the Donetsk region (183 people per 1 sq. 
km). The figure in some Eastern regions of Ukraine (90 people per sq. km) exceeds the 
average. Ukraine is mainly an urban state because the urban population significantly 
outnumbers the rural one: 32,754,000 urban inhabitants (67.2%) versus 15,883,000 
(32.8%) rural inhabitants. The number of towns is increasing. There are currently 454 
towns in Ukraine. The population in 37 towns ranges between 100 to 500 ths. people. 
Nine towns have a population exceeding 500,000 people, and in five of them the 
population exceeds 1 mn people. More than 2.6 mn people reside in Kiev, the capital city 
of Ukraine. 
Regarding nationality, there are 37.5 mn Ukrainians (77.8%) and 8.3 mn (17.3%) 
Russians in Ukraine. 
 
  


